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Figure 1. Regional Location 

  



Initial Study and NOP 
VEGA SES 2, 3, & 5 Solar Energy Project 

8 | May 2021 

Figure 2. Project Sites 
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Canal Road. Therefore, the project sites have the potential to be used as burrowing owl foraging habitat, as 
burrowing owls and burrows are commonly found along canals and drains. Thus, a potentially significant 
impact is identified for this issue area. A biological resources technical report that will address the proposed 
project’s potential impacts on biological resources will be prepared and this issue will be addressed in the 
EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Refer to response IV. a) above. 

c) Potentially Significant Impact.  According to the National Wetland Inventory, there is one freshwater pond 
and several Riverine features mapped within the project areas. An aquatic resources delineation that will 
address the proposed project’s potential impacts on state or federally protected wetlands will be prepared 
and included in the EIR analysis. 

d) Potentially Significant Impact. Refer to response IV. a) above. 

e) Potentially Significant Impact. Refer to response IV. a) above. 

f) No Impact. The project sites are not located in a Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan. No impact is 
identified for this issue area. 
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V. Cultural Resources  

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of a 
historical resource pursuant to 
§15064.5? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

b) Cause a substantial adverse 
change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource pursuant 
to §15064.5? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

c) Disturb any human remains, 
including those interred outside of 
dedicated cemeteries? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

Impact Analysis 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. The project sites have been disturbed by past farming and/or off-road 
vehicles. Thus, the presence of significant or undamaged cultural resources on the sites are unlikely. 
Although the proposed projects are not expected to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance 
of a historical resource or archaeological resource, this issue will be analyzed further in the EIR. Therefore, 
a potentially significant impact is identified for this issue area. A cultural resources report that will address 
the proposed project’s potential impacts on historic and prehistoric resources will be prepared and this issue 
will be addressed in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Refer to response V. a) above. 

c) Potentially Significant Impact. Although unlikely, there is a potential for unknown human remains to be 
unearthed during earthwork activities. This issue is potentially significant and will be addressed in the 
cultural resources report and EIR analysis. 
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VI. Energy 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Result in potentially significant 
environmental impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary consumption of 
energy resources, during project 
construction or operation? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or 
local plan for renewable energy or 
energy efficiency? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

Impact Analysis 

a) Less than Significant Impact. The use of energy associated with the proposed projects include both 
construction and operational activities. Construction activities consume energy through the use of heavy 
construction equipment and truck and worker traffic. The proposed projects will use energy-conserving 
construction equipment, including standards for construction combustion equipment recommended in the 
ICAPCD CEQA Air Quality Handbook. The use of better engine technology, in conjunction with the 
ICAPCD’s standards will reduce the amount of energy used for the proposed projects. Additionally, 
implementation and operation of the proposed projects would promote the use of renewable energy and 
contribute incrementally to the reduction in demand for fossil fuel use for electricity-generating purposes. 
Therefore, the proposed projects would generate renewable energy resources and is considered a 
beneficial effect.  

Based on these considerations, the proposed projects would not result in significant environmental impacts 
due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources during construction or 
operation. A less than significant impact has been identified for this issue area.   

b) No Impact. The proposed projects would help California meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard of 60 
percent of retail electricity sales from renewable sources by the end of 2030 and 100 percent by 2045. The 
electricity generation process associated with the projects would utilize solar technology to convert sunlight 
directly into electricity. Solar PV technology is consistent with the definition of an “eligible renewable energy 
resource” in Section 399.12 of the California Public Utilities Code (CPUC) and the definition of “in-state 
renewable electricity generation facility” in Section 25741 of the CPUC. Therefore, the proposed projects 
would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy of energy efficiency. No Impact 
is identified for this issue area and no further analysis is warranted. 
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VII. Geology and Soils 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Directly or indirectly cause 
potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, 
injury or death involving: 

    

i. Rupture of a known 
earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake 
Fault Zoning Map issued by 
the State Geologist for the 
area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a 
known fault? Refer to Division 
of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

ii. Strong seismic ground 
shaking? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

iii. Seismic-related ground 
failure, including liquefaction? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

iv. Landslides? ☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

b) Result in substantial soil erosion 
or the loss of topsoil? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

c) Be located on a geologic unit or 
soil that is unstable, or that would 
become unstable as a result of the 
project and potentially result in 
on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

d) Be located on expansive soil, as 
defined in Table 18-1B of the 
Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial direct or 
indirect risk to life or property? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

e) Have soils incapable of 
adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for 
the disposal of wastewater? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a 
unique paleontological resource or 
site or unique geologic feature? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  
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Impact Analysis 

ai) No Impact. The project sites are not located within a State of California, Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zone. Therefore, no impact is identified for this issue area. 

aii) Potentially Significant Impact. The project sites are located in the seismically-active Imperial Valley in 
Southern California and considered likely to be subjected to moderate to strong ground motion from 
earthquakes in the region. The project sites could be affected by the occurrence of seismic activity to some 
degree but no more than the surrounding properties. A potentially significant impact has been identified for 
this issue area. A geotechnical report that will address the proposed project’s potential impacts on geology 
and soils will be prepared and this issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

aiii) Potentially Significant Impact. Liquefaction occurs when granular soil below the water table is subjected 
to vibratory motions, such as vibratory motion produced by earthquakes. With strong ground shaking, an 
increase in pore water pressure develops as the soil tends to reduce in volume. If the increase in pore 
water pressure is sufficient to reduce the vertical effective stress (suspending the soil particles in water), 
the soil strength decreases, and the soil behaves as a liquid (similar to quicksand). Liquefaction can 
produce excessive settlement, ground rupture, lateral spreading, or failure of shallow bearing foundations. 

 
Four conditions are generally required for liquefaction to occur: 

1) The soil must be saturated (relatively shallow groundwater). 
2) The soil must be loosely packed (low to medium relative density). 
3) The soil must be relatively cohesionless (not clayey). 
4) Groundshaking of sufficient intensity must occur to function as a trigger mechanism.  

All these conditions may exist to some degree at the project sites. Therefore, there is a potentially significant 
impact associated with liquefaction.  A geotechnical report that will address the proposed projects’ potential 
impacts on geology and soils will be prepared and this issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

aiv) No Impact. According to Figure 2: Landslide Activity in the Seismic and Public Safety Element of the 
General Plan (County of Imperial 1997), the project sites are not located in an area that is prone to landslide 
hazards. Furthermore, the project sites and surrounding area are relatively flat. Therefore, no impact is 
identified for this issue area. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. According to Figure 3: Erosion Activity in the Soil the Seismic and Public 
Safety Element of the General Plan (County of Imperial 1997), the project sites are within a generally flat 
area with low levels of natural erosion. However, soil erosion can result during construction as grading and 
construction can loosen surface soils and make soils susceptible to wind and water movement across the 
surface. Impacts are not considered significant because erosion would be controlled on-site in accordance 
with Imperial County standards including preparation, review, and approval of a grading plan by the Imperial 
County engineer. Implementation of Imperial County standards would reduce the potential impacts to a less 
than significant level. 

c) Potentially Significant Impact. Near surface soils within the project sites will need to be identified to 
determine if the soils are unstable. Therefore, this issue is potentially significant and will be analyzed in the 
EIR. 

d) Potentially Significant Impact. Near surface soils within the project sites will need to be identified to 
determine if they consist of soils having expansion potential. Therefore, this issue is potentially significant 
and will be analyzed in the EIR. 

e) No Impact. The proposed projects would not include the installation of septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems. The proposed solar facilities would be remotely operated, controlled and 
monitored and with no requirement for daily on-site employees. Therefore, no impact is identified for this 
issue area. 

f) Potentially Significant Impact. Many paleontological fossil sites are recorded in Imperial County and have 
been discovered during construction activities. Paleontological resources are typically impacted when 
earthwork activities, such as mass excavation cut into geological deposits (formations) with buried fossils. 
It is not known if any paleontological resources are located on the project sites. The proposed projects’ 
potential to impact paleontological resources will be addressed in the EIR. 
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VIII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Generate greenhouse gas 
emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the 
environment? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, 
policy, or regulation adopted for 
the purpose of reducing the 
emissions of greenhouse gases? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

Impact Analysis 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. In the long-term, the proposed projects are expected to provide a benefit 
with respect to reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. However, the proposed projects have the potential 
to generate greenhouse gas emissions during construction, in addition to construction worker trips to and 
from the project sites. Thus, a potentially significant impact is identified for this issue area. A greenhouse 
gas emissions/climate change technical report will be prepared for the proposed project, and this issue will 
be addressed in the EIR.  

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Refer to response VIII. a) above. 
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IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through 
the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

b) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the 
likely release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

c) Emit hazardous emissions or 
handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, 
or waste within one-quarter mile of 
an existing or proposed school? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

d) Be located on a site which is 
included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant 
to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it 
create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

e) For a project located within an 
airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the 
project result in a safety hazard or 
excessive noise for people 
residing or working in the project 
area? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

f) Impair implementation of or 
physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response plan 
or emergency evacuation plan? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

g) Expose people or structures, 
either directly or indirectly, to a 
significant risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving wildland fires? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

Impact Analysis 

a) Less than Significant Impact. Construction of the proposed projects will involve the limited use of 
hazardous materials, such as fuels and greases to fuel and service construction equipment. No extremely 
hazardous substances are anticipated to be produced, used, stored, transported, or disposed of as a result 
of project construction. Operation of the projects will be conducted remotely. Therefore, no habitable 
structures (e.g. housing or operation and maintenance [O&M] building) are proposed on the project sites. 
Regular and routine maintenance of the proposed projects may result in the potential to handle hazardous 
materials. However, the hazardous materials handled on-site would be limited to small amounts of everyday 
use cleaners and common chemicals used for maintenance. The applicant will be required to comply with 
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State laws and County Ordinance restrictions, which regulate and control hazardous materials handled on-
site. Such hazardous wastes would be transported off-site for disposal according to applicable State and 
County restrictions and laws governing the disposal of hazardous waste during construction and operation 
of the project. Therefore, this is considered a less than significant impact. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. Refer to response IX. a) above. 

c) No Impact. The project sites are not located within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school. No impact 
is identified for this issue area. 

d) No Impact. Based on a review of the Cortese List conducted in March 2021, the project sites are not listed 
as a hazardous materials site.  No impact is identified for this issue area. 

e) No Impact. The project sites are not located within 2 miles of a public airport. The nearest airport to the 
proposed projects is the Cliff Hatfield Memorial Airport, located approximately 6 miles southwest of the 
VEGA SES 5 project site. Therefore, implementation of the proposed projects would not result in a safety 
hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area. No impact is identified for this 
issue area. 

f) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed projects are not expected to impair implementation of or 
physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. The project 
applicant will be required, through the conditions of approval, to prepare a street improvement plan for the 
projects that will include emergency access points and safe vehicular travel. In addition, local building codes 
would be followed to minimize flood, seismic, and fire hazard. Therefore, the proposed projects would result 
in a less than significant impact associated with the possible impediment to emergency plans. 

g) Less than Significant Impact. The project sites are located in the unincorporated area of Imperial County. 
According to the Seismic and Public Safety Element of the General Plan (County of Imperial 1997), the 
potential for a major fire in the unincorporated areas of the County is generally low. 10,000-gallon 
aboveground water storage tanks will be installed to serve all three project sites as required by the Imperial 
County Fire Department. The water tank(s) would be sized to meet the requirements of the County of 
Imperial to supply sufficient fire suppression water during operations. Furthermore, proposed project 
facilities would be designed, constructed, and operated in accordance with applicable fire protection and 
other environmental, health, and safety requirements. Based on these considerations, a less than significant 
impact is identified for this issue area.  
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X. Hydrology and Water Quality 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality 
standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or 
ground water quality? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

b) Substantially decrease 
groundwater supplies or interfere 
substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that the project may 
impede sustainable groundwater 
management of the basin? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

c) Substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site or 
area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a 
stream or river or through the 
addition of impervious surfaces, in 
a manner which would:  

    

i. result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site; 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

ii. substantially increase the rate 
or amount of surface runoff in 
a manner which would result 
in flooding on- or offsite; 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

iii. create or contribute runoff 
water which would exceed the 
capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage 
systems or provide 
substantial additional sources 
of polluted runoff; or 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

iv. impede or redirect flood 
flows? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche 
zones, risk release of pollutants 
due to project inundation? 

☒  ☐  ☐  ☐  

e) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of a water quality 
control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

Impact Analysis 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed projects have the potential to create urban non-point source 
discharge (e.g., synthetic/organic chemicals). Potentially significant water quality impacts have been 
identified and will be addressed in the EIR. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. During construction, potable water would be brought to the project sites for 
drinking and domestic needs, while construction water would be brought to the project sites for soil 
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conditioning and dust suppression. During operations, potable water would be trucked onto the project sites. 
Because the solar panels will be pole-mounted above ground, they are not considered “hardscape”, such 
as roads, building foundations, or parking areas, as they do not require a substantial amount of impervious 
material. The panels and their mounting foundation would not impede groundwater recharge. Therefore, 
impacts would be less than significant. 

ci) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed projects would not substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site and would not impact the E. Highline Canal and Coachella Canal. The project applicant 
would be required to implement on-site erosion control measures in accordance with Imperial County 
standards including preparation, review, and approval or a grading plan by the Imperial County Engineer. 
The proposed projects are not anticipated to generate a significant increase in the amount of runoff water 
from water use involving solar panel washing. Water will continue to percolate through the ground, as the 
majority of the surfaces on the project sites will remain pervious. Therefore, the proposed projects would 
not substantially increase the rate of runoff, in a manner which would exceed the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage systems and result in flooding on- or off-site. A less than significant impact is 
identified for this issue area. 

cii) Less than Significant Impact. Refer to response X. ci) above. 

ciii) Less than Significant Impact. Refer to response X. ci) above. 

civ) Potentially Significant Impact.  According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (Panel 06025C0750C) (FEMA 2008), the majority of the project sites are within Zone 
X, which is an area determined to be outside of the 0.2 percent annual chance of a flood. However, there 
are dry wash beds that transect the project sites and designated as Zone A or Special Flood Hazard Areas. 
Therefore, the proposed projects have the potential to impede or redirect flood flows and this is considered 
a potentially significant impact. 

d) Potentially Significant Impact. The project sites are not located near any large bodies of water. The project 
sites are located at least 10 miles west of the Salton Sea and over 100 miles inland from the Pacific Ocean. 
In addition, the project sites are relatively flat. Therefore, the proposed projects would not risk release of 
pollutants due to project inundation by tsunami or seiche.  

 As described above in response X. civ) above, there are dry wash beds that transect the project sites and 
designated as Zone A or Special Flood Hazard Areas. Therefore, the proposed projects have the potential 
to risk release of pollutants due to project inundation by flood. This is considered a potentially significant 
impact and will be analyzed in the EIR.  

e) No Impact. The proposed projects will not involve the use of groundwater nor require dewatering activities. 
Water to be used during project-related construction activities will be brought to the sites and limited to the 
amount necessary for soil conditioning and to conduct dust control activities. Water is anticipated to be 
provided by adjacent IID irrigation canals or laterals in conformance with IID construction water acquisition 
requirements. Therefore, the proposed projects will not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water 
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan. No impact is identified for this issue area. 
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XI. Land Use and Planning 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established 
community? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

b) Cause a significant environmental 
impact due to a conflict with any 
land use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐  

Impact Analysis 

a) No Impact. The proposed projects are located in a sparsely populated, agriculturally zoned portion of 
Imperial County. There are no established residential communities located within or in the vicinity of the 
project sites. Therefore, implementation of the proposed projects would not divide an established 
community. No impact is identified for this issue area. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. The project parcels are currently zoned as A-2-RE, A-3-RE, and S-2-RE.  

Pursuant to Title 9, Division 5, Chapter 8, the following uses are permitted in the A-2 zone subject to approval 
of a CUP from Imperial County: solar energy electrical generator, battery storage facility, and facilities for 
the transmission of electrical energy.  

Pursuant to Title 9, Division 5, Chapter 9, the following uses are permitted in the A-3 zone subject to approval 
of a CUP from Imperial County: solar energy plants and battery storage facility. Transmission lines, including 
supporting towers, poles microwave towers, and utility substations are permitted uses in the A-3 zone.  

Pursuant to Title 9, Division 5, Chapter 19, the following uses are permitted in the S-2 zone subject to 
approval of a CUP from Imperial County: Major facilities relating to the generation and transmission of 
electrical energy providing such facilities are not under State or Federal law, to [be] approved exclusively 
by an agency, or agencies of the State or Federal government, and provided such facilities shall be 
approved subsequent to coordination review of the Imperial Irrigation District for electrical matters. Such 
uses shall include but be limited to the following:  

• Electrical generation plants  

• Facilities for the transmission of electrical energy (100-200 kV)  

• Electrical substations in an electrical transmission system (500 kv/230 kv/161 kV) 

• Communication towers: including radio, television, cellular, digital, along with the necessary 
support equipment such as receivers, transmitters, antennas, satellite dishes, relays, etc. 

The County Land Use Ordinance, Division 17, includes the Renewable Energy Overlay Zone, which 
authorizes the development and operation of renewable energy projects, with an approved CUP. As shown 
on Figure 1, the project sites are located entirely within the County’s Renewable Energy Overlay Zone. With 
approval of the CUPs, the proposed solar facilities would be consistent with the Imperial County Land Use 
Ordinance. 

Based on these considerations, the proposed project would not conflict with any applicable land use plan, 
policy, or regulation. Thus, a less than significant impact is identified for this issue area. 
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XII. Mineral Resources 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of 
a known mineral resource that 
would be of value to the region 
and the residents of the state? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

b) Result in the loss of availability of 
a locally-important mineral 
resource recovery site delineated 
on a local general plan, specific 
plan, or other land use plan? 

☐  ☐  ☐  ☒  

Impact Analysis 

a) No Impact. The project sites are not used for mineral resource production. According to Figure 8: Imperial 
County Existing Mineral Resources of the Conservation and Open Space Element of the General Plan 
(County of Imperial 2016), no known mineral resources occur within the project sites nor do the project sites 
contain mapped mineral resources. Therefore, the proposed projects would not result in the loss of 
availability of any known mineral resources that would be of value to the region and the residents of 
California nor would the proposed projects result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral 
resource. Thus, no impact is identified for this issue area and no further analysis is warranted. 

b) No Impact. Refer to response XII. a) above. 
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XIII. Noise 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project result in: 

a) Generation of a substantial 
temporary or permanent increase 
in ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the project in excess of 
standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other 
agencies? 

☐  ☐  ☒  ☐ 

b) Generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

☐ ☐ ☒  ☐ 

c) For a project located within the 
vicinity of a private airstrip or an 
airport land use plan or, where 
such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

☐ ☐ ☐  ☒  

Impact Analysis 

a) Less than Significant Impact. The Imperial County Title 9 Land Use Ordinance, Division 7, Chapter 2, 
Section 90702.00 - Sound level limits, establishes one-hour average sound level limits for the County’s land 
use zones. Agricultural/industrial operations are required to comply with the noise levels prescribed under 
the general industrial zones. Therefore, the proposed projects will be required to maintain noise levels below 
75 decibels (dB) (averaged over one hour) during any time of day.  

The proposed projects will also be expected to comply with the Noise Element of the General Plan which 
states that construction noise, from a single piece of equipment or a combination of equipment, shall not 
exceed 75 dB, when averaged over an eight hour period, and measured at the nearest sensitive receptor. 
Construction equipment operation is also limited to the hours of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday. Nevertheless, the proposed projects will result in the increase in ambient 
noise levels during construction A noise report that will address the proposed projects’ potential noise 
impacts will be prepared and this issue will be addressed in the EIR. 

b) Less than Significant Impact. Groundborne vibration and noise could originate from earth movement 
during the construction phase of the proposed projects. However, significant vibration is typically associated 
with activities such as blasting or the use of pile drivers, neither of which would be required during project 
construction. The proposed projects would be expected to comply with all applicable requirements for long-
term operation, as well as with measures to reduce excessive groundborne vibration and noise to ensure 
that the proposed projects would not expose persons or structures to excessive groundborne vibration. 
Therefore, a less than significant impact has been identified for this issue area. 

c) No Impact. The project sites are not located within 2 miles of a public airport or private airstrip. The nearest 
airport to the proposed site is the Cliff Hatfield Memorial Airport, located approximately 6 miles southwest 
of the VEGA SES 5 project site. Therefore, the proposed projects would not expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excess noise levels and no impact is identified for this issue area. 
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XIV. Population and Housing 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned 
population growth in an area, 
either directly (e.g., by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (e.g., through extension 
of roads or other infrastructure)? 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒  

b) Displace substantial numbers of 
existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒  

Impact Analysis 

a) No Impact. Development of housing is not proposed as part of the proposed projects. No full-time 
employees are required to operate the proposed projects since the project facilities will be monitored 
remotely. However, it is anticipated that maintenance of the facilities will require minimal site presence to 
perform periodic visual inspections and minor repairs. On intermittent occasions, the presence of additional 
workers may be required for repairs or replacement of equipment and panel cleaning; however, due to the 
nature of the facility, such actions will likely occur infrequently. Therefore, the proposed projects would not 
result in a substantial growth in the area, as the number of employees required to operate and maintain the 
facility is minimal. No impact is identified for this issue area. 

b) No Impact. No housing exists within the project sites. Therefore, the proposed projects would not displace 
any existing people or housing, which would require the construction of replacement housing elsewhere. 
No impact is identified for this issue area. 

 

  



Initial Study and NOP 
VEGA SES 2, 3, & 5 Solar Energy Project 

30 | May 2021 

XV. Public Services 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Would the project result in 
substantial adverse physical 
impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, 
need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, 
in order to maintain acceptable 
service ratios, response times or 
other performance objectives for 
any of the public services: 

    

i. Fire Protection? ☐ ☐ ☒  ☐ 

ii. Police Protection? ☒  ☐ ☐  ☐ 

iii. Schools? ☐ ☐ ☐  ☒  

iv. Parks? ☐ ☐ ☐  ☒  

v. Other public facilities? ☐ ☐ ☐  ☒  

Impact Analysis 

ai) Less than Significant Impact. Fire protection and emergency medical services in the project area are 
provided by the Imperial County Fire Department. The proposed projects are located in the unincorporated 
area of Imperial County. According to the Seismic and Public Safety Element of the General Plan (County 
of Imperial 1997), the potential for a major fire in the unincorporated areas of the County is generally low.  

However, 10,000-gallon aboveground water storage tanks would be installed to serve all three project sites 
as required by the Imperial County Fire Department. The water tank(s) would be sized to meet the 
requirements of the County of Imperial to supply sufficient fire suppression water during operations. Both 
the access and service roads (along the perimeter of the project facility) would have turnaround areas to 
allow clearance for fire trucks per fire department standards (70 feet by 70 feet, and minimum 20-foot-wide 
access road). The project applicant will be required to consult with the fire department to address any fire 
safety and service concerns so that adequate service is maintained. Based on these considerations, the 
projects would not result in a need for fire facility expansion and a less than significant impact is identified 
for this issue area. 

aii) Potentially Significant Impact. Police protection services in the project area is provided by the Imperial 
County Sheriff’s Department. Although the potential is low, the proposed projects may attract vandals or 
other security risks and the increase in construction related traffic could increase demand on law 
enforcement services. Therefore, on-site security systems would be provided and access would be limited 
to the areas surrounding the project sites during construction and operation, thereby minimizing the need 
for police surveillance. The proposed projects’ potentially significant impacts on sheriff services will be 
addressed in the EIR. 

aiii) No Impact. The proposed projects do not include the development of residential land uses that would result 
in an increase in population or student generation. Additionally, construction of the proposed projects would 
not result in an increase in student population within the Imperial County’s School District since it is 
anticipated that construction workers would commute in during construction operations. Therefore, no 
impact is identified for this issue area. 

aiv) No Impact. Although maintenance of the project facilities will require minimal site presence to perform 
periodic visual inspections and minor repairs, no full-time employees are required to operate the proposed 
projects because the project facilities will be monitored remotely. Therefore, substantial permanent 
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increases in population that would adversely affect local parks is not expected. No impact is identified for 
this issue area. 

av) No Impact. Although maintenance of the project facilities will require minimal site presence to perform 
periodic visual inspections and minor repairs, no full-time employees are required to operate the proposed 
projects because the project facilities will be monitored remotely. Therefore, substantial permanent 
increases in population that would adversely affect libraries and other public facilities (such as post offices) 
is not expected. The proposed projects are not expected to have an impact on other public facilities such 
as post offices, and libraries.  No impact is identified for this issue area. 
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XVI. Recreation 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Would the project increase the use 
of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration 
of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒  

b) Does the project include 
recreational facilities or require the 
construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities, which might 
have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒  

Impact Analysis 

a) No Impact. The proposed projects would not generate new employment on a long-term basis.  As such, 
the proposed projects would not significantly increase the use or accelerate the deterioration of regional 
parks or other recreational facilities. The temporary increase of population during construction that might be 
caused by an influx of workers would be minimal and not cause a detectable increase in the use of parks. 
Additionally, the proposed projects would not include or require the expansion of recreational facilities. No 
impact is identified for this issue area. 

b) No Impact. Refer to response XVI. a) above. 
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XVII. Transportation 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program plan, 
ordinance or policy addressing the 
circulation system, including 
transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities? 

☒  ☐ ☐  ☐ 

b) Conflict with or be inconsistent 
with CEQA Guidelines section 
15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

☒  ☐ ☐  ☐  

c) Substantially increase hazards 
due to a geometric design feature 
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses 
(e.g., farm equipment)? 

☐ ☐ ☐  ☒  

d) Result in inadequate emergency 
access? 

☐ ☐ ☒  ☐ 

Impact Analysis 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. Construction of the proposed projects would result in a small increase of 
traffic to the area, which may result in a potentially significant impact. Therefore, a traffic impact study that 
will address the proposed project’s potential impacts on traffic will be prepared, and this issue will be 
addressed in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Section 15064.3(b) of the CEQA Guidelines provides guidance on 
determining the significance of transportation impacts and focuses on the use of vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT), which is defined as the amount and distance of automobile travel associated with a project. Given 
the nature of the projects, after construction, there would be a nominal amount of vehicle trips generated by 
the projects. Once the proposed projects are implemented, the proposed projects would require intermittent 
maintenance requiring a negligible amount of traffic trips on an annual basis. However minimal, the 
proposed projects would increase the number of vehicular trips related to construction and the need for 
intermittent maintenance on an annual basis. Therefore, this issue is potentially significant and will be 
addressed in the traffic impact study and EIR analysis.  

c) No Impact. To accommodate emergency access, PV panels would be spaced to maintain proper clearance. 
Access roads, up to 30-feet wide, would be constructed along the perimeter fence and solar panels to 
facilitate vehicle access and maneuverability for emergency unit vehicles. Internal access roads would be 
graded and compacted (native soils) as required for construction, operations, maintenance, and emergency 
vehicle access. These access roads would not increase hazards because of design features or incompatible 
uses. Therefore, no impact will occur. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. To accommodate emergency access, PV panels would be spaced to 
maintain proper clearance. 30-foot wide internal access roads would be constructed along the perimeter 
fence and solar panels to facilitate vehicle access and maneuverability for emergency unit vehicles. The 
internal access roads would be graded and compacted (native soils) as required for construction, 
operations, maintenance, and emergency vehicle access. The access and service roads would also have 
turnaround areas at any dead-end to allow clearance for fire trucks per fire department standards. Based 
on this context, impacts are considered less than significant. 
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XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource 
defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is 
geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with 
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:  

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 
5020.1(k)?  

☒  ☐ ☐ ☐  

b) A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, 
to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) 
of Public Resources Code Section 
5024.1. In applying the criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1, 
the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe?  

☒  ☐ ☐ ☐  

Impact Analysis 

a-b) Potentially Significant Impact. Assembly Bill 52 was passed in 2014 and took effect July 1, 2015. It 
established a new category of environmental resources that must be considered under CEQA called tribal 
cultural resources (Public Resources Code 21074) and established a process for consulting with Native 
American tribes and groups regarding those resources. Assembly Bill 52 requires a lead agency to begin 
consultation with a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the 
geographic area of the proposed projects.  

In accordance with AB 52, Imperial County, as the CEQA lead agency, sent an AB 52 consultation request 
letter to appropriate tribes with the potential for interest in the region on March 26, 2021. On April 8, 2021, 
the Quechan Indian Tribe requested consultation with the County on the project. The County is in the 
process of consulting with the Quechan Indian Tribe on the project. This issue will be further analyzed in 
the EIR.  
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XIX. Utilities and Service Systems 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation 
or construction of new or 
expanded water, wastewater 
treatment or storm water drainage, 
electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which 
could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

☒  ☐ ☐  ☐ 

b) Have sufficient water supplies 
available to serve the project and 
reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry 
and multiple dry years? 

☒  ☐ ☐  ☐ 

c) Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider, 
which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate 
capacity to serve the project’s 
projected demand in addition to 
the provider’s existing 
commitments? 

☐ ☐ ☒  ☐ 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of 
State or local standards, or in 
excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair 
the attainment of solid waste 
reduction goals? 

☐ ☐ ☒  ☐ 

e) Comply with federal, state, and 
local management and reduction 
statutes and regulations related to 
solid waste? 

☐ ☐ ☒  ☐ 

Impact Analysis 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. No IID drains or canals (e.g. East Highline Canal and Coachella Canal) will 
be impacted by the proposed projects. The proposed projects do not require expanded or new storm 
drainage facilities because the proposed solar facilities would not generate a significant increase in the 
amount of impervious surfaces that would increase runoff during storm events and exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater drainage systems. Water from solar panel washing would continue to 
percolate through the ground, as a majority of the surfaces within the project sites would remain pervious. 

The wastewater generated during construction would be contained within portable toilet facilities and 
disposed of at an approved site. The minimal volume of wastewater generated during construction would 
not require the relocation expansion, or construction of wastewater treatment facilities. Further, no habitable 
structures (e.g. housing or O&M buildings) are proposed on the project sites. Therefore, the proposed 
projects would not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded electric power, 
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities.  
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Although water for solar panel washing and fire protection (on-site storage) during project operation is not 
anticipated to result in a significant increase in water demand/use, IID would provide the water required for 
operations and maintenance and potable water will be trucked onto the site. Thus, a potentially significant 
impact is identified for the availability of sufficient water supplies to serve the proposed projects for the 
reasonably foreseeable future. A water supply assessment that will address the proposed projects’ potential 
impacts on water supplies will be prepared and included in the EIR analysis. 

b)  Potentially Significant Impact. Refer to response XIX. a) above.  

c) Less than Significant Impact. The proposed projects would generate a minimal volume of wastewater 
during construction. During construction activities, wastewater would be contained within portable toilet 
facilities and disposed of at an approved site. Further, no habitable structures (e.g. housing or O&M 
buildings) are proposed on the project sites; therefore, there would be no wastewater generation from the 
proposed projects during operation. The proposed projects would not exceed wastewater treatment 
requirements of the RWQCB. Therefore, a less than significant impact is identified for this issue area. 

d) Less than Significant Impact. Solid waste generation would be minor for the construction and operation 
of the proposed project. Solid waste will be disposed of using a locally-licensed waste hauling service, most 
likely Allied Waste. Trash would likely be hauled to the Niland Solid Waste Site (13-AA-0009) located 
approximately 4.7 miles northwest of the project site in Niland. The Niland Solid Waste Site has 
approximately 211,439 cubic yards of remaining capacity and is estimated to remain in operation through 
2046 (CalRecycle n.d.). Therefore, there is ample landfill capacity in the County to receive the minor amount 
of solid waste generated by construction and operation of the proposed projects. 

Additionally, because the proposed projects would generate solid waste during construction and operation, 
they will be required to comply with state and local requirements for waste reduction and recycling; including 
the 1989 California Integrated Waste Management Act and the 1991 California Solid Waste Reuse and 
Recycling Access Act of 1991. Also, conditions of the conditional use permits will contain provisions for 
recycling and diversion of Imperial County construction waste policies. Therefore, a less than significant 
impact is identified for this issue area. 

e) Less than Significant Impact. Refer to response XIX. d) above. 
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XX. Wildfire 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, 
would the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted 
emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒  

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, 
and other factors, exacerbate 
wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or 
the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire? 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒  

c) Require the installation or 
maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines or other utilities) that 
may exacerbate fire risk or that 
may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

☐ ☐ ☒  ☐  

d) Expose people or structures to 
significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding 
or landslides, as a result of runoff, 
post-fire slope instability, or 
drainage changes? 

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒  

Impact Analysis 

a) No Impact. According to the Fire Hazard Severity Zone Viewer provided by the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection, the proposed project area is not located in or near state responsibility areas 
or lands classified as very high hazard severity zones (California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
2020). Therefore, the proposed projects would not substantially impair an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan. No impact is identified for this issue area 

b) No Impact. The proposed projects are not located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified 
as very high hazard severity zones (California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 2020). Therefore, 
the proposed projects would not exacerbate wildfire risks. No impact is identified for this issue area 

c) Less than Significant Impact. Fire protection and emergency medical services in the area are provided 
by the Imperial County Fire Department. The proposed projects are not located in or near state responsibility 
areas or lands classified as very high hazard severity zones (California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection 2020). Further, the proposed projects are located in an unincorporated area of Imperial County, 
which has a generally low potential for a major fire (County of Imperial 2016).  

The project involves the installation of solar PV panels on fixed frames or single-axis horizontal trackers, an 
on-site substation and inverters, transformers, underground or aboveground electrical cables, and 10,000-
gallon aboveground water storage tanks as required by the Imperial County Fire Department. The water 
tank(s) would be sized to meet the requirements of the County of Imperial to supply sufficient fire 
suppression water during operations. Further, each project site would be accessible from a primary and 
secondary (if required) access driveway that would have turnaround areas to allow clearance for fire trucks 
per fire department standards and 30-foot double swing gates with keyed entry. In addition, operation and 
maintenance would not affect the ability of fire personnel to respond to fires. Therefore, the proposed 



Initial Study and NOP 
VEGA SES 2, 3, & 5 Solar Energy Project 

38 | May 2021 

projects would not exacerbate fire risk and would continue to be adequately supported by the existing fire 
protection services. A less than significant impact is identified for this issue area.  

d) No Impact. The proposed project is not located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as 
very high hazard severity zones (California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 2020). Additionally, 
the proposed project would not expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or 
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. No 
impact is identified for this issue area. 
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XXI. Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Environmental Issue Area: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Potentially 
Significant 

Unless 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

Would the project:  

a) Does the project have the 
potential to substantially degrade 
the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop 
below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially 
reduce the number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered 
plant or animal or eliminate 
important examples of the major 
periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

☒  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

b) Does the project have impacts that 
are individually limited, but 
cumulatively considerable 
("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects 
of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the 
effects of past projects, the effects 
of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future 
projects)? 

☒  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

c) Does the project have 
environmental effects, which will 
cause substantial adverse effects 
on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

☒  ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Impact Analysis 

a) Potentially Significant Impact. The proposed projects have the potential to result in significant 
environmental effects on biological resources and cultural resources, which could directly or indirectly cause 
adverse effects on the environment. These issues will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

b) Potentially Significant Impact. Implementation of the proposed projects have the potential to result in 
impacts related to: aesthetics, agricultural resources, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources,  
geology/soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hydrology and water quality, public services, transportation, tribal 
cultural resources, and utilities/service systems.. The proposed projects have the potential to result in 
cumulative impacts with regards to the identified issue areas. Cumulative impacts will be discussed and 
further analyzed in the EIR. 

c) Potentially Significant Impact. Implementation of the proposed project has the potential to result in 
impacts related to: air quality and geology/soils. These potential environmental effects could cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings. These issues will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

 
  



Initial Study and NOP 
VEGA SES 2, 3, & 5 Solar Energy Project 

40 | May 2021 

References 
California Department of  Conservation (DOC). 2016a. Imperial County Important Farmland 2016. 

Accessed March 2021.  

——— 2016b. Imperial County Williamson Act FY 2016/2017. Accessed March 2021. 

California Department of  Forestry and Fire Protection. 2020. Fire Hazard Severity Zone Viewer. 
https://gis.data.ca.gov/datasets/789d5286736248f69c4515c04f58f414. Accessed March 
2021. 

California Department of  Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle). n.d. Facility/Site 
Summary Details: Niland Solid Waste Site (13-AA-0009). 
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/4184?siteID=596. 
Accessed March 2021. 

California Department of  Transportation (Caltrans). 2018. California Scenic Highway Mapping 
System. https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-
livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways. Accessed March 2021. 

County of  Imperial. 1997. County of  Imperial General Plan. Seismic and Public Safety Element. 
https://www.icpds.com/assets/planning/seismic-and-public-safety.pdf. Accessed March 
2021. 

——— 2016. County of  Imperial General Plan. Conservation and Open Space Element. 
https://www.icpds.com/planning/land-use-documents/general-plan/conservation-and-
open-space-element. Accessed March 2021. 

——— 2019a. Imperial County Land Use Ordinance: Title 9, Division 4. 
https://library.municode.com/ca/imperial_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT
9LAUSCO_DIV17GEPR. Accessed  March 2021. 

——— 2019b. Imperial County Land Use Ordinance: Title 9, Division 17. 
https://library.municode.com/ca/imperial_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT
9LAUSCO_DIV17GEPR. Accessed  March 2021. 

Department of  Toxic Substances Control. 2021. EnviroStor – Hazardous Waste and Substances Site 
List (Cortese). 
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/search?cmd=search&reporttype=CORTESE&si
te_type=CSITES,FUDS&status=ACT,BKLG,COM&reporttitle=HAZARDOUS+WASTE+A
ND+SUBSTANCES+SITE+LIST+%28CORTESE%29. Accessed March 2021. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 2008. Flood Insurance Rate Map (Panel 
06025C0750C). 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=imperial%20county#searchresultsanc
hor. Accessed March 2021. 

Historic Aerials. 2021. Historic Aerials. https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer. Accessed March 
2021.  

 
 

 
  

https://gis.data.ca.gov/datasets/789d5286736248f69c4515c04f58f414
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/4184?siteID=596
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways
https://www.icpds.com/assets/planning/seismic-and-public-safety.pdf.%20Accessed%20March%202021
https://www.icpds.com/assets/planning/seismic-and-public-safety.pdf.%20Accessed%20March%202021
https://www.icpds.com/planning/land-use-documents/general-plan/conservation-and-open-space-element
https://www.icpds.com/planning/land-use-documents/general-plan/conservation-and-open-space-element
https://library.municode.com/ca/imperial_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT9LAUSCO_DIV17GEPR
https://library.municode.com/ca/imperial_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT9LAUSCO_DIV17GEPR
https://library.municode.com/ca/imperial_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT9LAUSCO_DIV17GEPR
https://library.municode.com/ca/imperial_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT9LAUSCO_DIV17GEPR
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/search?cmd=search&reporttype=CORTESE&site_type=CSITES,FUDS&status=ACT,BKLG,COM&reporttitle=HAZARDOUS+WASTE+AND+SUBSTANCES+SITE+LIST+%28CORTESE%29
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/search?cmd=search&reporttype=CORTESE&site_type=CSITES,FUDS&status=ACT,BKLG,COM&reporttitle=HAZARDOUS+WASTE+AND+SUBSTANCES+SITE+LIST+%28CORTESE%29
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/search?cmd=search&reporttype=CORTESE&site_type=CSITES,FUDS&status=ACT,BKLG,COM&reporttitle=HAZARDOUS+WASTE+AND+SUBSTANCES+SITE+LIST+%28CORTESE%29
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=imperial%20county#searchresultsanchor
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search?AddressQuery=imperial%20county#searchresultsanchor
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer


Initial Study and NOP 
 VEGA SES 2, 3, & 5 Solar Energy Project 

 

 May 2021 | 41 

List of Preparers 
This Initial Study was prepared for the Imperial County Planning and Development Services 
Department by HDR at 591 Camino de la Reina, Suite 300, San Diego, CA 92108. The following 
professionals participated in its preparation:  

Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department 
Jim Minnick, Planning and Development Services Director 

Michael Abraham, AICP, Assistant Planning and Development Services Director 

Patricia Valenzuela, Planner IV 

HDR 
Tim Gnibus, Principal 

Sharyn Del Rosario, Project Manager 

Elaine Lee, Environmental Planner 

Ronell Santos, Biologist 

Anders Burvall, Senior Geographic Information Systems Analyst 

Renee Stueber, Document Production Administrator  

 


	ADP7701.tmp
	Introduction
	A. Purpose
	B. CEQA Requirements and the Imperial County’s Rules and Regulations for Implementing CEQA
	C. Intended Uses of Initial Study and Notice of Preparation
	D. Contents of Initial Study and Notice of Preparation
	E. Scope of Environmental Analysis
	F. Policy-Level or Project-Level Environmental Analysis
	G. Tiered Documents and Incorporation by Reference

	Environmental Checklist Form
	Environmental Factors Potentially Affected
	Environmental Evaluation Committee Determination

	Project Summary
	Project Location
	Project Summary
	Environmental Setting
	General Plan Consistency

	Evaluation of Environmental Impacts
	References
	List of Preparers
	Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department
	HDR



